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Migration in the 21st century: a new issue?
Migration is an old phenomenon in the history of manhood…

Migration in the 21st century: a new issue?
… as well as a very common phenomenon in the animal world

For:
- Better food
- Better climate
- Better living conditions
… the same reasons for which
human beings migrate!?

Migration in the 21st century: a new issue?
In the European history, migrations have often played a very important role
in the destiny of nations, empires or countries:
• The decline of the Roman Empire between 4th and 6th centuries AD was due to the
“barbarian invasions” of Germanic, Slavic, Hunnic and other people
• The Umayyad invasion of Spain and Gaul in the 8th century (stopped by Charles Martel)
• The exile of French Calvinist protestants (the so-called “huguenots”) after the revocation
of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, which caused a huge migration wave of 400,000 people to
Great Britain, Germany, Switzerland and even South Africa
• The migration of Jews from Germany and Austria after Hitler’s election in 1933
• The migration of “Harkis” from Algeria to France after the end of the Algerian war in
1962 (60,000 people)
• …

Migration in the 21st century: a new issue?
The French history is made of successive migration waves.
But migration entered into the political debate only during the Third
Republic:
• The 3rd Republic is the constitutional and cultural birth of a “French nation”
• Politicians were asked who is citizen and who is not
• At the same time, discriminations appeared, concerning mainly:
• Jews (fleeing from the Russian pogroms)
• Workers coming from European countries (Italy, Spain, Belgium, Switzerland)
• Armenians after the genocide of 1915

Later, migration policy and French citizenship were discussed during:

• The repatriation of people from Indochina and Algeria accentuated the hate or distrust of
foreign people
• The emigration of labour work from Italy, Poland and Spain in the 1960s

Migration in the 21st century: a new issue?
Why does migration become a
“new” issue in the 21st century?
• It has different causes simultaneously:
• Climatic
• Economic
• Political

 Nowadays, 232 millions of migrants in the
world (3,2% of the world global population;
60% come from a Southern country and 59%
live in a developed country)
• Lots of regions in the world are concerned, not
only Europe

Migration in the 21st century: a new issue?
Why is migration such a sensitive issue in Europe?
• In Europe, migrations occur in a context of growing nationalism, secularization
and religious intolerance
• Distrust of Muslims (and at the same time, growing fundamentalism)
• General lost of values, especially lost of religious values
• Secularization of the society (reinforced in France by the secularity law (separation of Church
and State, 1905)
• Mistrust of Europe and subsequent withdrawal into nationalism

• Some countries in Europe have only very few experience of migration and
refugees, e.g. the Eastern European countries.

Migration in the 21st century: a new issue?
The evolution in France since the 1970s

Source: OFPRA

Migration in the 21st century: a new issue?
Migrations always existed, but nowadays:







They concern an increasing number of people
They are not any more located in a specific area
They are due to permanent causes and will probably last for decades
They often confront two religions and two cultures (Christians toward Muslims)
They occur in a nationalist context
Globalization reinforces protectionist fears in many countries and regions of the world

THE FRENCH EXAMPLE

The 2015 crisis in France
A national reaction to the horror of massive migration from Syria…

The 2015 crisis in France
… migrants in Europe reached a record: one million people fled from their homeland
to Europe; 3,770 of them died.

The 2015 crisis in France
The first reactions:

France will
welcome
24,000
refugees
within 2 years

The 2015 crisis in France
The figures:
- In 2016, Germany registered 745,545 asylum seekers
(440,000 were accepted)
- In 2016, France registered 85,000 asylum seekers
(25,300 were accepted)
… out of 1,323,000 registered asylum seekers in Europe.

37%

56%

7%

Among them, ca. 15-20% were students, i.e. ca. 250,000.

Germany

France

Other

The 2015 crisis in France
The reaction of the universities:
- September 2015: appeal of François Hollande for national solidarity
- Autumn 2015: first initiatives of universities:
-

Lille
Strasbourg
Grenoble
Paris 1 (with 600,000€ financial support from Qatar)
…

- 11 March 2016: CPU appeals to the government to support financially the refugees and the
universities committed to them
- Spring 2016: creation of a help desk in the French Ministry for Higher Education and first meeting
of universities committed to welcome refugees
- June 2016: first call from the AUF (French Agency for the support of French speaking regions) for
the financing of the welcome and training programs for refugees at French universities

The 2015 crisis in France
The reaction of the universities:
- September 2016: second meeting of universities in the Ministry (officially, 25 universities involved)
- January 2017: launching of the PAUSE rescue fund for researchers in exile
- March 2017: first meeting of universities committed to refugees in Strasbourg (ca. 40 universities
participating)
- June 2017: second AUF call (37 universities applied)
- September 2017: launching of the MEnS network (65 participants)
- Spring 2018: negotiations between MEnS and the Ministry for a global refugee plan
- May 2018: launching of a interdepartmental delegation for refugees in France (D.I.AIR)

The 2015 crisis in France
Stakeholders of the AUF call
France
Diplomatie
MINISTÈRE DE
LʼENSEIGNEMENT SUPÉRIEUR,
DE LA RECHERCHE
ET DE LʼINNOVATION

Stronger together: the MEnS network
Who?
- 45 universities and “grandes
écoles”
- AUF
- Campus France
- CPU
- CROUS
- RESOME
- PAUSE
- ENIC-NARIC
- FAGE ?

•
•

Number of students: 1700-2000ca
Budget: 2,4M€ for students
of which: 0,38M€ of public funding

•

A correspondent in the Ministry (administration,
cabinet)
A link to the Interdepartmental Delegation for
Refugees (D.I.AIR)
A link to European NGOs and Erasmus+
programmes
A presence in many European and international
meetings

•
•
•

Stronger together: the MEnS network

Stronger together: the MEnS network
What do members do?
Universities offer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcome-package with help for all administrative
issues (universities and beyond)
Free registration at the university
Accommodation in connexion with the CROUS and
social landlords
French courses
Integration into campus life by means of the student
unions and associations
Career advising

At national level:
•
•

Web page « Welcome refugees » on etudiants.gouv.fr
Several guides (RESOME, CIMADE…)

The values we have in common:
•
•
•
•

Concerned in our missions of research, education and integration into
a workplace
Education as a means for social integration
Awareness of our “societal responsibility” towards arising issues
International cooperation and accompaniment of the future elite of
the countries in crisis

Stronger together: the MEnS network
What does the network do?
- Exchanging good practices between the members
- Being the “voice” of the universities
 Identifying the problems
 Finding together solutions
 Implementing solutions (with help of public authorities)
- Taking a political role
- Seeking for international cooperation & coordination

THE WORKING GROUPS:
1. Learning and teaching
French
2. Recognition
3. Local and national
partnerships
4. Researchers &
international
cooperation

Stronger together: the MEnS network
The obstacles we met at the beginning…
Incompatibilities in academic and social regulation
Financial uncertainty
Recognition of diplomas and degrees
Gap between expected academic level in Europe and skills developed in their
home country
• Possible risk of radicalisation
• Lack of a correspondent in the Ministry
•
•
•
•

Stronger together: the MEnS network
What has still been obtained…
 A correspondent in the Ministry
 Financial support (+48% in the AUF call)
 Creation of a national diploma for refugees integration (in which
students shall apply for regular scholarships)
 Creation of an institute for research on migration (Institut
Convergences)
 Prolongation of the PAUSE-program

Stronger together: the MEnS network
What is still to be done…
• An agreement at national level between the Ministry of Higher Education and of the
Interior for a better cooperation between the local offices of immigration and the
universities
• A better recognition of foreign diplomas in regulated occupations (physicians,
architects, notaries…)
• A national observatory for refugees in Higher Education Institutions
• A commitment of municipalities to refugees and a better collaboration with
universities
• A dedicated Erasmus+ programme for refugees (at least after their arrival in the
Schengen area)

PAUSE: asylum for researchers
Some facts and figures
• PAUSE = Programme d’Accueil en Urgence des Scientifiques en
Exil
• PAUSE was launched on 16 January 2017
• Hosted by the Collège de France
• 1M€ from the government and private sponsors by the launching
(2M€ added in 2018)
• 3 full time jobs
• 3 calls / year
• Aim: 100 researchers / year

PAUSE: asylum for researchers
Some facts and figures

PAUSE: asylum for researchers
Similar international programmes
- Council for At-Risk Academics (CARA), London
- Institute of International Educational Scholar Rescue Fund (IIE-SRF), New York
- Philipp Schwartz Initiative (Alexandre von Humboldt Foundation), Berlin
- Scholars at Risk (SAR, New York University), New York

PAUSE: asylum for researchers
Pinar Selek: towards a status of “academic asylum”?
The facts:

1998 – bomb attack in the Spice Market in
Istanbul (7 victims, more than 100 injured)
• 1998 – Pinar was accused to have planned
the attack and was condemned (torture,
imprisonment)
• 2000: Pinar was released (accidental
explosion)
• 2006: first acquittal, and first appeal of the
Supreme Court
• 2008: exile to Germany and to Strasbourg
• 2009-2013: PhD in Strasbourg, trial
continues in Turkey (acquittals in 2008 and
2011)
• 2013-4: new condemnation and new
acquittal, appeal of the Supreme Court
Pinar has now the French citizenship.
•

Next challenges in France and Europe
Migration policy in Europe: opening or closing Europe?
- Migration policy in Europe lies on 3 pillars:

- Legal migration: conditions decided by EU, volumes admission decided at national level
- Asylum policy: EU makes no provision for the harmonization of national laws
- Integration: EU provides incentives

- The European agenda foresees:
-

Reduce incentives for irregular immigration
Border management
Develop a common asylum policy
Establish a new policy on regular immigration

- New regulations and policies in Europe, and a negative context:

- Loi “Asile-immigration” in France: a chosen migration (“talents” vs. “common migrants”)
- Strong criticism against Merkel in Germany (cf. crisis with Seehofer)
- New government in Italy (the Aquarius affair…)

 Open or close Europe? A border and migration policy for Europe? Europe as a
“country”?

Next challenges in France and Europe
The integration of refugee students, researchers and academics, a new
challenge for the development of the building of Europe?
• Europe can only be built on the principle of solidarity. This applies also for migrants
and the migration policy.
• EHEA has a role to play in the education of European citizens, in the experience of
Europe that mobility allows and in the scientific, economic and cultural strength of
Europe in the world.
 Migrants and refugees contribute to the cultural diversity and to the potential of
talented students and scholars in Europe

Next challenges in France and Europe
How can the integration of refugees in HE be better taken into
consideration in the national and European policy strategies and
funding programmes?
• Consider refugees as foreign students -> foreign students are generally seen as a
potential for universities and as a positive element // why not migrant students?
• Foster university policies, which take into account the specificities of all foreign
students -> chosen mobility vs. constrained mobility

Next challenges in France and Europe
Which concrete and feasible means of actions can be encouraged at
both national and EU levels?
• National level: As migration will be lasting for a couple of years (and is probably one
of the challenges of the 21st century), stabilize the public support of refugees
programs by creating a department in the central administration in charge of this
specific problem
• EU level: Create an European rescue and help fund for refugees (with private and
public funds), for:
• Scholarships
• Supporting specific programs developed by universities

… towards a dedicated program in the next Erasmus+ program.

Conclusion
The French experience show:
• The general awareness of universities towards their social responsibilities
• The importance of national networks to speak for all HE institutions and to find
global solutions
• The actual need for more European cooperation between universities (by sharing
good practices and by speaking together for more solidarity within and outside
Europe)
• The appeal of universities in war regions (Syria, Iraq) for more international
cooperation
• The urgency of defining (and implementing) a European migration policy
• The necessity to create a fund for refugees in HER in Europe (students, scientists)

« L’Europe doit construire un espace
commun de protection et de solidarité en
créant un office européen de l’asile et un
programme commun d’intégration et de
formation des réfugiés »
(E. Macron) – 9 octobre 2017

?

